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A 
SERMON, Ge. 


AcTs viii. 36, 37, 38. 


They came unto à certain Water, and the Eunuch ſaid : 


See, bere is Water, what doth hinder me to be bap- 
tized, &c. ? 


NN ATER-Baptiſm is allowed to be an Ordinance of 
* J Jeſus Chriſt by all profeſſing Chriſtianity, except 
K W Qualerz; their Diſregard of it is not to be won- 

* * dered at, as they deny the Scriptures to be the (a) 

primary Rule of Faith and Manners; and inſtead 
thereof exalt Reaſon, or the Light of Nature, under the Cha- 
racters of the Spirit and the Chriſt within. But, 

I. In the Text we have an Inſtance of the Adminiſtration 
of Water-Baptiſm, by one of Chriſt's Diſciples, agreeable to 
his Lord's Commiſſion after his Reſurrection. Philip, in preach- 
ing Jeſus to the Ethiopian Eunuch, no doubt took Notice of 
this Inſtitution. The Word being bleſſed for his Converſion, 
and coming unto a certain Water convenient for Baptiſm, he ex- 
preſſes his Deſire to ſubmit to it, by humbly aſking, I hat bin- 
dered? And as an undeniable Proof that it was II 

A 2 e 


(a) Bzrciay's Apelogy, p. 5. 
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[4] 
he defired, and was adminiſtered unto him : it is ſaid not 
only, they came unto d certain Water, and the Eunuch ſaid, See, 
here is Water, but alſo, they went dnun both into the Water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized him. Peter alſo, by an 
Interrogation, ſtrongly forbids a Denial of Water-Baptiſm to 
ſuch who had received the Holy Ghoſt ; (S) and commanded them 


to be baptized. 


2. We are informed who are the proper Subjects for this 
Ordinance, that ſhould not be hindred from ſubmitting to it : 
If thou believeſl with all thine Heart, thon mayeft. It is the Duty of 
ſuch as cordially believe, and of Miniſters to baptize ſuch upon 
a Profeſſion of their Faith in Chriſt, . 

The Church of England requires (c) Repentance and Faith, 
not only of Perſons of riper Years, but of Infants, who muſt 
alſo faithfly promiſe, both by their Sureties in the Child's 
Name, previous to their Baptiſm. How ſuch Promiſes can be 
juſtified I know not. 

The learned We/imin/ter Aſſembly of Divines declare, (d)“ That 
<« Baptiſm is not to be adminiſtered to any that are out of the 
<« viſible Church, till they profeſs their Faith in Chrift, and 
« Obedience to him.” 


Chambers. (e) It appears, that in the — Times none 
cc were baptized but Adults.” 

There are not any that will deny, FRET PUR Believers 
are proper Subjects for Baptiſm ; who believe it to be an Ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt. 

3- We have alſo the Mode or Manner of adminiftring | 
Baptiſm pointed out: They came wnto a certain Water, and they” 
went down both into the Water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and be 
badtized him; or in Engliſh, he dipped him. That Dipping was 
the primitive Mode ; we have the general Conſent of learned 
and judicious Divines who uſed Sprinkling. 

Grotizs ſays, (F) “ That this Rite was wont to be performed 
« by Immerſion, and not by Profuſion, appears both from the 

* of the Word, and the Places chofen for its Adminifs 

: e tration. 


YA. x. 47, 48. (c) Common Prayer in Adminiſt. of Baptiſm and Catechiſm. 
— p. 95s (e) Cyclopeedia on Baptiſm, (J) Annot. in Matt, 
all, 


TY 


cc tration, John iii. 2, 3. 4s viii. 38. and the many Alluſions 
« of the Apoſtle, which cannot be referred to Sprinkling, Rom. 
« vi. 3, 4. Col. ii. 12. The Cuſtom of Perfuſion or Aſperſion, 
cc ſeems to have obtained ſome Time after, in Favour of thoſe 
« who deſired to devote themſelves to Chriſt, when the lay fick 
<« of fome dangerous Diſeaſe, and theſe were called Clinicks by 
« other Chriſtians. See Cyprian's Epiſtle to Magnus to this 
< Purpoſe. And it ought not to ſeem ſtrange, that the antient 
Latin Fathers uſe Tingere for Baptiizare : ſeeing the Latin 
« Word Tingere, does properly and generally ſignify the ſame 
« as Merſare, to immerſe or plunge.” | 

Calvin. (g) Here we plainly ſee what Manner of Baptizing 
ce there was among the Antients, for the whole Body was dipped 
into the Water.” 

Miſſiu, D. D. (Y) (1.) „It is certain that both John and the 
« Diſciples of Chrift, ordinarily uſed Dipping ; whoſe Example 
<«< was followed by the antient Church. (2.) It cannot be deni- 
« ed, but the native Signification of the Words Bamnlu» and 
ic gang, is 10 plunge or dip. — Nor are we to conceal, ( 3.) 
<« that there is a greater Copiouſneſs of Signification, and a 
<« fuller Similitude between the Sign and the Thing ſignified in 
« Immerſion. (4.) Nay, that Immerſion may be performed in 
« cold Countries, without any great Danger of Health and 
Life, appears from {the Example of the Ruſſians, who plunge 
« the Children, that are to be baptized, three Times all over, 
not believing that Baptiſm can be duly performed any other 
« Way.” 

Maftricht, S. 8. T. P. (i) © Immerſion only was uſed by the 
« Apoſtles and primitive Church; not only becauſe it was moſt 
convenient for thoſe Eaſtern hot Countries, but alſo more 
« ſignificant.” 

The Church of England (i) enjoins Dipping, and only admits 
of Sprinkling for weak Children. 

Biſhop Taylr.(!) *The Cuſtom of the antient Church was 
not Sprinkling, but Immerſion in Purſuance of the Word Bap- 


<« tize, both in the Commandment and Example of our bleſſed 
« Saviour.” 


Hammond, 


(g) On Ag. viii. 38. (b) Oeconomy of Covenant, tranſlated by Crookfearts, Vol, 
UL. p. 1213, 2214. (i) Theologia, p. 918. (ü) dans of Baptiſm in Common- 
Prayer, (7) Duct. Dub, Lib. 3, 4. 
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Hammond, D. D.(m) * Jobn put the Perſons whom he bap- 
<« tized into Water, dipped them all over, and fo took them out 
* again.” 

Dr. Whitby.(n) „This Immenſin being religiouſly obſerv- 
ce ed by our Church, and the Change of it into Sprinkling, even 
t without any Allowance from the Author of this Inſtitution, or 
« any Licence from any Council of the Church, being that 
c which the Romani/t ſtill urgeth to juſtify his Refuſal of the 
« Cup to the Laity: It were to be wiſhed that this Cuſtom 
might be again df general Uſe, and Aſperſion only permitted 
c as of Old in caſe of the Clinici, or in preſent Danger of Death.” 

Bp. Tillotſon. (o) ** Antiently, thoſe who were baptized put 
< off their Garments, which ſignifted the putting off the Body 
de of Sin, and were immerſed and buried in the Water, to repre- 
< ſent their Death to Sin; and then did riſe up again out of the 
« Water, to ſignify their Entrance upon a new Life.” 

Bp. Headly.(p) © Baptiſm, or the Ceremony of Immerſion in 
« Mater repreſents to Chriſtians their Death unto Sin, and 
<« their Life unto Righteouſneſs; the Former by their being 
cc covered with he Water—and the latter by their riſing out of the 
« Water again.” 

Dr. Wall, in his Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm, fays,(g) Their 
general and ordinary Way, was to baptize by Immerſion or 
« Dipping the Perſon, whether it were an Infant or grown 
« Manor Woman, into the Water. This is ſo plain and clear 
« by an infinite Number of Paſſages, that as one cannot but 
* pity the weak Endeavours of ſuch Pedobaptiſts as would 
maintain the Negative of it; ſo alſo we ought to difown and 
« ſhew a Diſlike of the profane Scoffs which ſome People give to 
« the Engliſh Antipedobaptiſts, meerly; for their Uſe of Dipping. 
It is one thing to maintain, that that Circumſtance is not abſo- 
< Jutely neceſſary to the Eſſence of Baptiſm, and another to go 
c about to repreſent it as ridiculous and fooliſh, or as ſhameful 
« and indecent, when it was in all probability the Way by 
« which our bleſſed Saviour, and for certain was the moſt 


« uſual and ordinary Way by which the antient Chriſtians did 
« receive their Baptiſm.” 


o 

+ & 

* 

Thi | 


() Annot. on Mart. iii. 1. (n) [Annot. on Rom. vi. 1, 2, 3. (e) Sermon on 


2 Tim. ii. 19. p. 82. (y) Sermon preached before the King, Feb. 15, 1729-30. 
(2) Vol. II. zd. Edit. p. 351, 365. 
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This ſame Writer informs us how Sprinkling came to be of 
general Uſe, inftead of Dipping. * It being allowed to weak 
66 Children to be baptized by Affuſion; many fond Ladies and 
« Gentlewomen firſt, and then by Degrees the common People 
« would obtain of the Prieſt to have their Children to paſs for 

« weak Children, too tender to endure Dipping in the Water.” 

Mede, B. D. (r) That there was no ſuch Thing as Sprink- 
<< ling, or g«ib9y> uſed in Baptiſm in the Apoſtles Times, nar | 

* many Ages afier them.” 5 

The Aſſembly of Divines.(s) * They were wont to dip the | 

« whole Bedy, or go down into * Water as here, and Matt. 

6 jii. 16. | 

Thomas Goodwin, D. D. 0 The eminent Thing ſignified and | 

« repreſented in Baptiſm, is not ſimply the Blood of Chriſt, as 3 

« jt waſheth us from Sin, but there is a further Repreſentation | 

« therein of Chriſt's Death, Burial and Reſurrection; in the | 

e Baptized, being firſt buried under Mater, and then riſing out 

« of it, and this not in a bare Conformity unto Chriſt, but in a | 

<«« Repreſentation of a Communion with Chriſt, in that his | 

6 Death and Reſurreftion.” 

Dr. Manton.(u) The antient Manner of baptizing was 

& to dip the Parties baptized, and as it were bury them under | 

« the Water for a while.“ | 

Mr. Baxter. (w-) We grant that Baptiſm then, was by | 

C roaſhing the whole Body.” | 

Dr. Dodaridge. (x) * Conſidering how W Bathing was 

« uſed in thoſe hot Countries, it is not to be wondered that Bap- 

<« tiſm was generally adminiſtered by Immerſion. It would be 

every unnatural to ſuppoſe that they. went down to the Water, 

merely that Philip might take up a little Water in his Hand to 
_ * pour on the Eunuch.” . 

” - Teſtimonies innumerable might eaſily be produced from learn- 
ed and judicious Authors, who eſpouſed Infant-Sprinkling ; 
wherein they freely grant, that Immerſion or Dipping was the 
primitive Mode of Baptiſm : But human Teſtimony, in Mat- 
ters of divine Worſhip, is not to be regarded, only as it corre- 
ſponds with the Word of God; that theſe inſerted may ſuffice 
(+) Diæribe on Titus iii, 5, p. 63. (:) Annat. on A= viii. 38. (e) Chriſt ſet forth, 


p. 54. Edit. 40. (2) Expſo. Rem, vi. 4, p. "th (v) Par, on Mat, iii, 6, 
(v) Fam, Exp. on A; viii, 371 | 5 


(8 ] . 
to betray the Weakneſs, or wilful Ignorance of ſuch who repre- 
ſent our Practice as ſtrange, modern, and indecent. As we thus 
have the joint Suffrages of our pedobaptiſt Brethren, That Be- 
lievers are proper Subjects for Baptiſm ; and that Immerſion, or 
dipping, was the primitive Mode of Baptiſm ; I ſhall give you 
ſome Reaſons : 


I. Why we believe Infants are not proper Subjects for Bap- 
tiſm. 

II. Why the modern PraQtice of pouring or ſprinkling, is not 
Baptiſm. 6 a 

III. Briefly conſider what is alledged in Favour of each. 

IV. Cloſe with ſome Reflections. 


I. Why Infants are not proper Subjects for Baptiſm. 

It is not becauſe we are deſtitute of parental Affections for 
our dear and tender Offspring, that we do not baptize them; 
but our Attachment to the divine Oracles, as the only Rule of 
our Faith and Practice. Could it be proved ſcriptural, none 
would more readily attend to it; but till we know it is the 
Mind of Chriſt, we chooſe to deſiſt; left he ſhould ſay, h 
bath required this at your Hands? Nor are we without Reaſons for 
ſo doing. ; | 

1. As it is plain John baptized no Infants, and rejected all 
Birth -Privileges as giving any Right for Baptiſm. He was the 
frſt Adminiſtrator, had his Commiſfion from Heaven; for he 
was ſent to baptize. "The Subjects were ſuch (y) as went owt unte 
him, and con / ed their Sins. It was the Baptiſm of Repentance 
he preached, and Repentance he required of ſuch as came to his 
Baptiſm : which when he ſaw the Phariſees and Sadducees came 
without, he ſeverely rebuked them, and required Fruits meet for, 
or proper Evidences of their Repentance ; and rejected all their 
Fleas of Right by Birth as the Seed of Abraham. Surely then, if 
the Seed of faithful Abraham, according to the Fleſh, had no 
Right without Repentance, the Seed of faithful Gentiles can have 
no Right without. How fond ſoever ſome godly Parents may 
be in pleading their Children's Right, Jahn invalidates all ſuch 
Pleas, as Infants are incapable of Repentance, and Baptiſm no 

Privy- 


(9) Mat, iti, 55 6, 9. 


| 
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Privilege; there is not the leaſt Reaſon to believeJobn admitted 
any to Baptiſm. 
2dly, Our Lord's Submiſſion to, and Declaration (z) at his Bap- 
tiſm, evidences that Infants are not proper Subjects. The 
Lord Jeſus is the beſt Pattern or Example that we can follow. 
It is true, he ſtood in no Need of Repentance; yet as a Be- 
liever, and in Obedience to the righteous Will of his Father 
who ſent Jahn to baptize, he condeſcended to go from Galilee 1 
Jordan, to be baptized of John in Jordan (a); no doubt to ſhew 
us that a Submiſſion to this Ordinance ſhould low from Faith, 
and be a voluntary Act of Obedience, which Infants are inca- 
pable of. Jahn, ſtruck with Surprize, in Reverence to his 
Lord, humbly forbad him. Jeſus ſaid, Suffer it tobe ſo now, fer 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. This Ordinance is a 
Part of the righteous Will of my Father, that becometh me, 
and not me only, but 26; all my faithful Followers to fulfil as 
a perſonal Act of voluntary Obedience. Infants being incapa- 
ble of fulfilling any Part of God's righteous Will herein, can- 
not be included among the as that it becometh ; nor is it required 
for them to be baptized ; but highly becoming every true Lover 
of his Lord to follow him in this agreeable and ſignificant Rite 
of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation ; which is alſo enforced in his Com- 
miſſion to his Diſciples after his Reſurrection. 
34y, Our Lord's Silence of Infant-Baptiſm when he took 
little Children (b) in his Arms and bleſſed them, is a convincing Proof 
that they are not proper Subjects. Chriſt's tender Regard for 


little Children, (admitting them to be Infants) made him much 


diſpleaſed with his Diſciples for rebuking thoſe that brought them, 
that he forbad their Rebukes, fast them up in his Arms, put his 
Hands on them, and bleſſed them. Iſ they had been proper Sub- 
jects for Baptilm, or their Birth- Privilege as the Seed of faith- 
ful Abraham, we cannot entertain ſuch a Thought, that our 
bleſſed Lord would have been guilty of ſuch an Omiſſion, as 
neither to baptize them, or order his Diſciples to have done it. 
Though they were not brought to him with any ſuch Deſign, 
yet if it was a Privilege belonging to them; his Compaſſion for 
them would not have ſuffered him to let them go away without 
Baptiſm. Some urge this Inſtance in Favour of Inſant-Bap- 
tiſm; though it is certainly a ſtrong Argument againſt it. 

B | Bp. Tay- 

(z) Mate, iii. 15. (a) Mar! i. 9. (6) Mark x. 16. 
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| Bp. Taylor (c). * From the Action of Chriſt's bleſſing In- 
« fants, to infer they are to be baptized, proves nothing ſo 
* much, as that there is a Want of better Arguments ; for the 
% Concluſion would with more Probability be derived thus: 
« Chriſt bleſſed Infants and fo diſmiſſed them, but baptized 
*< them not; therefore Infants are not to be baptized.” 

_ 4thly, Our Lord's Commiſſion (d) will not admit us to believe 
that Infants are proper Subjects for Baptiſm. As every Am- 
baſlador of an earthly Prince ſhould ſtrictly attend to his Com- 
miſſion, and neither exceed or fall ſhort in diſcharging of it: fo 


ſhould every Ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of the Kings of 


the Earth, much more attend to his Commiſſion. To charge it 
with being ambiguous, obſcure, unintelligible, is caſting of an high 
Reflection on him that gave it. It is certainly very clear and ex- 
preſs. Plainer Inſtructions cannot be given or deſired by any, but 
ſuch who want to exceed them, and are for enſtamping their own 
Acts or Inventions with divine Authority. Our Commiſſion is firſt 
to teach, or diſciple Perſons by teaching; and when taught, then, 
to haptixe them, &c. The Evangelift Mark is ftill more expreſs 
to prevent any Miſtake (e). We are to preach the Gefpel, and fo 
teach or diſciple Perſons to the Chriſtian F aith ; and he that believeth, 
baptize; but believing muſt precede Baptiſm. Our Lord thus 
proceeded : He firſt () made Diſciples, then baptized them: but 
no Commiſſion has he given us to baptize any, whether In- 
fants or Adult, without being taught, or made Diſciples by 
teaching. And as Infants are incapable of being taught, they 
cannot be included in the Commiſſion: and we think it ſaſeſt 
not to exceed it, leſt our Lord ſhould fay unto us, In vain dh 
ye worſhip me (g, teaching for Doctrines the Commandments of Men. 
5thly, As it does not appear that the Apoſtles receeded from 
their Lord's Commiſion, or baptized any Infants, we cannot 
believe they are proper Subjects. The Apoſtles no doubt un- 
derſtood their Commiſſion, and acted agreeable to it; and if In- 
fants had been included in it, no doubt their Baptiſm might 
eaſily be proved an apoſtolic Practice, as there are ſo many In- 
ances recorded of their Adminiſtration of Baptiſm; but in all 
they ſtrictly attended to the Commiſſion. Peter in his firſt 
Sermon (Y required Repentance as a Prerequiſue for * 
rom 


m4 Liberty of Prophecy, p. 230. Cd) Matt. x:viii. 19. (e] Mark xvi 25, 16. 


(f) Foiriw, 1. (7) Matt, xv. 9. (+) Att i. 28. 
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[ 1 
from ſuch as might have pleaded a Right to it by Birth, on bet- 
ter Grounds than our pedobaptiſt Brethren can do; as they were 
Abraham's Seed, and the Apoſtle told them, The Promiſe was to 
them and their Children; and yet neither their Birth nor the Pro- 
miſe gave them a Right to Baptiſm without Repentance ; and 
all he baptized were ſuch as received the Word gladly. Philip 
preached Chriſt in Samaria; and many of them, when they be- 
lieved, were baptized, bath Men and Nomen. Simon profeſied 
himſelf a Believer, and was baptized : And Phil's Anſwer to the 
Eunuch's Enquiry is, (i) If thou believeſi with all thine Heart, 
theu may. Paul was firſt (4) converted, then baptized. 
The devout Cornelius (I) and his Companions firſt received the 
Hoh Ghoſt, and then were not to be forbid Baptiſm. Lydia's 
Heart was (m) firſt opened. The Jailor and his Houſhold, and 
Crifpus (u), the chief Ruler of the Synagogue, believed on the Lord 
with all his Houſe; and many of the Corinthians, hearing, be- 
lieved, and tuere baptized. Thus, throughout the whole apoſto- 
lic Age, a Profeſſion of Faith was required of the Subjects of 
Baptiſm; nor have we the leaſt Intimation of a Parent's Faith 
giving the Infant any Right to it, or one Inſtance of believing 
Parents bringing their Infants to this Ordinance. It is ſtrange 
Doctrine indeed, that the Faith of one Subject ſhould give 
another a Right to Goſpel-Ordinances! As the Apoftles 
taught no ſuch Doctrine, nor baptized any Infants, we cannot 
think they are proper Subjects. 

6thly, As Infants are not proper Subjects for a viſible Goſpel- 


Church, fo not for Baptiſm. We doubt not of Infants being 


proper dubjects of the inviſible Church; but a being viſible 
Saints, called and faithful, at leaſt Babes in Chriſt, renders 
Perſons now proper Subjects for a viſible Church. Ven- 
conformiſis agree with Conformifts (o), That a viſible Church 
« of Chriſt, is a Congregation of faithful Men; in which the 
pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments duly ad- 
cc miniſtered, according to Chriſt's Ordinance in all Things, 
et that of Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame.” ö 
Baptiſm is adminiſtred in order for the Admiſſion of ſuch; 

that ſome call it an initiating Ordinance into the Church of 
Chriſt: ſo that it belongs only to ſuch as are proper Subjects 

B 2 for 


(i) A,: vii. 5. xii. 13, 37. C A ix. 19. CDA x. 47, 4%. (mn) AA: x. 
14, 15, 32, 33. (1) Afts xviii. 8. (0) Art, XIX. of the Church of E=gLud. 
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for a viſible Church. It is true Abraham's male Seed, and all 
born in his Houſe or bought with Money (p), not of his Seed, had a 
Right, at eight Day's old, to Circumciſion, and might be 
reckoned as Members of the Church of God, in its oeconomi- 
cal, national, and typical State, until Chriſt, the promiſed Seed, 
came. But in this Goſpel-Diſpenſatioa Chriſt's viſible Church 
ſhould conſiſt only of ſuch who are born again, whoſe Hearts 
are circumciſed to love the Lord, who are of the Faith of Abrc- 
ham; for ſuch only can claim an Intereſt in the Covenant of 
Grace, a Right to the Promiſes, and to the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm. The Apoſtle does not fay, if ye are the Seed of Believers, 
but if ye are Chriſi's (q), then are ye Abraham's Seed and Heirs accord- 
ing to the Promiſe. A natural Deſcent, either from Abraham or 
believing Gentiles, can be of no Avail as to theſe Things, as it 
is not of Blood. They, Infants, both of Believers and Unbe- 
lievers, are alike born in Sin, deſtitute of the Grace of God, and 
incapable of exerciſing Faith, or diſcharging the Duties of a 
Church-Relation ; and fo alike improper dubjects for a viſible 
Church or Baptiſm. V KS 

thy, The Apoſtle declares, That as many of you as have been 
baptized into Chr it, have put on Chriſt, and were baptized into his 
Death: fo no Infants were baptized. To put on Chriſt, at leaſt, 
Imports a public Profeſſion of him, and to be baptized into his 


Death; Faith in the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt. And it is 


very obſervable, it is ſaid, as many, and ſo many of us were thus 


baptized; that is, every Individual of the Galatian Church, and alſo 


of the Church at Rome, whether Jeto or Gentile, as proper Sub- 
jects for Baptiſm, did therein publicly profeſs their Faith in the 
Death of Chriſt, and their Love and Obedience to him. So 
no Infants could be baptized, either in Galatia or at Rome, as 
they were incapable of putting on Chriſt, or. exerciſing Faith in 

his Death, which they all did who were baptized. 
8:hly, Baptiſm, as it (5) is the Anſwer of a goed Conſcience towards 
God, by the Neſurrectiou of Jeſus Chriſt, Infants cannot be proper 
Subjects for it. Proper Subjects for this Ordinance are found in it 
as a Matter of - Conſcience, believing in the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, as lively repreſented therein, by their being raiſed out of 
the Water. "They being conſcious of its being an Ordinance 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and their Duty ; in their Submiſſion to it, they 
| | BE diſcharge 


(p) Gen. xvii. 12. (2) Gal, iii. 29. (r) Gal. iii, 27. Rom. vi. 3. (5) 1 Pe. iii. 21. 
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diſcharge a good Conſcience towards God. As Infants are in- 
capable of the Anſwer, either of a good or bad; Conſcience, 
having not the uſe of Reaſon, they cannot be proper Subjects 
of this Ordinance, which is the Anſwer of a good Conſcience 


towards God. 
Papiſts freely own and aſſert, that Infant-Baptiſm is not 


grounded on Scripture, but on Tradition; and Prote/tant Pedo- 
baptiſts have not been able to anſwer this Argument in Favour 
of their Traditions; nor can they determine the Point amongſt 
themſelves. What Infants are to be baptized ? for ſome ſay 
all, without Exception; others, only except Baſtards; a 
third ſays, none but ſuch whoſe Parents, in the Judgment of 
Charity, are Believers; and a fourth, none but ſuch whoſe 
Parents, one or both are Church-Members. No Wonder it is 
an unſettled Point amongſt them, as it has only human Autho- 
rity to ſupport it. Nor need we be ſurprized that ſuch, who, 
without Regard to their Lord's Commiſſion and apoſtolic 
Practice, plead for Infants Right to Baptiſm, take upon them 
alſo to alter the Mode or Manner of its Adminiſtration, from 
Dipping to Pouring or Sprinkling. Thus, laying afide the Cam- 
mandment of God, they bald the Traditions of A. I ſhall con- 
fider, 


IT. Why Pouring or Sprinkling is not Baptiſm. 

Though our Brethren grant that the primitive Mode of Bap- 
tiſm was Immerſion or Dipping, there are weighty Reaſons 
why we cannot admit the modern Practice of Pouring or Sprink- 
ling to be Baptiſm, 

½, As the Word Bazk&, by which Baptiſm is expeths. 
does not ſignify either to pour or ſprinkling, but to immerge, dip, 
plunge, dye, or waſh by Dipping : learned Divines who uſed 
Sprinkling, jointly acknowledge it. 

Caſaubon (t). The Manner of baptizing was to plunge or 
s dip into the Wa, as even the Word Bang, elf ** 
« enough ſhews.” 
Zanchius (u). It ſignifies properly to plunge, dip.—So the 
& antient Church uſed to dip thoſe that were baptized ; fo 
& Chriſt deſcended into Jordan and was baptized ; and ſo others 
% were baptized by John.“ 


Calvin. 


(% On Matt. iii. 6. (#) Vol. II. on Eph. p. 217, 
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Calvin (u). The very Word Baptizing ſignifies to dip; and 
6 it is cettain, that the Rite of Dipping was obſerved of the 


% antient Church.” 


Luther (x). . Baptiſm is a Greek Word, and may be tranſa- 


« ted a Dipping, when we dip ſomething in Water, that it may 
„be covered with Water, and though it be for the moſt Part 
* almoſt altogether aboliſhed, for neither do they dip the whole 
„Children, but only ſprinkle them with a little Water; they 
* ought nevertheleſs to be wholly dipped, and preſently drawn 
« ow: again; for that the Etymology of the Word ſeems to re- 
« quire.—-lI would have thoſe that are to be baptized, to be 
& whoily dipped into the Water, a as the Word imports, and the 
„ Myſtery doth ſignify.” 

Dr. Hammond (y). *© Banwhop®- ſignifies an Immerſion, or 
t waſhing the whole Body.” 

Bp. Taylor (a). If you would attend to the proper Significa- 
« tion of the Word Baptiſm, it ſignifies plunging in Water, or 
« Dipping with Waſhing.” 

Dre Owen (a). For the original and natural denden of 
« jt, it ſignifies to dip, to plunge, to dye, to waſh, to cleanſe.— 
That no honeſt Man who underſtands the Greet Tongue, can 
« deny the Word to ſignify to waſh as well as to dip.” 

Chambers (b). * The Word Baptiſm is formed from the 
Greet Bars, of Bapto, I dip or plunge.—That, in the pri- 
« mitive Times, this Ceremony was performed by Immerſion, 
« asit is to this Day in the oriental Churches, according to the 
original Signification of the Word: that Sprinkling was intro- 
« duced into England about the Beginning of the ninth Century.” 

All the beſt Lexicographers and Critics render it as ſynonimous 
with its primitive Barlo; and ſuch as call it a diminutive, have 
not proved it ſo. Our learned Tranſlators thus render the 
Words (c), where Baptiſm is not intended; but in no Place to pour 
or ſprinkle. And though Pouring and Sprinkling do often oc- 
cur in the Old-Teſtament, the Seventy, who no doubt 
were Maſters of the Greek, if not of the Hebrew, do not once 
uſe the Words to expreſs either; but often ts dip, as a diſtinct 
Rite from Pouring or Sprinkling; and alſo (d) to plunge. 

Nor 


(w) Juſt. Lib. 4. Chap. 15. Set 19, (x) Tom. 1 de Baptiſm, Fol. 71, and Tom. 
2, Fol. 19, (y) Annot, on Jen xiii. 10. (z) Rule of Conſcience, 3. c. 4. 
(a) Poſthumous Works, p. 881. (5) Cyclopeedia on Baptiſm. (c) Luke xvi 24. 
Fobr xim, 26, Rev, xix. 13. Like xi. 38. Murk vii. 4. (d) Fob ix. 31. 
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Nor have Grecian Writers uſed the Words as expreſſive of 


Pouring or Sprinkling : That it is evident our Lord's Commiſ- 


ſion is to dip, and not to pour or ſprinkle. And if we may re- 
| cede from the Letter of the Word, which expreſſes the Mode 


of a poſitive Inſtitution, it can be no certain Rule for our Faith 
and Practice; ſuch a Liberty is denied with regard to chriſtian 
Doctrines, nor ought it to be granted as to chriſtian Worſhip. 


And as we believe no Set of Men have a Power to alter the 


Mode of a divine Ordinance, or ſubſtitute one of their own In- 
vention in its Room, we chuſe to adhere to the Letter of the 
Word, and the primitive Practice of the Church; knowing it 
muſt be an high Affr ont to enſtamp divine Authority, in fo ſo- 
lemn a Manner, on Modes of Worſhip of our own deviſing. 

24ly, Where-ever Waſhing is mentioned in the New- Teſta- 
ment, as having the leaſt Alluſion to Baptiſm, it is expreſſed 
by (e) azw and its Compound arozw, which ſignifies no leſs 
than bathing or waſhing the whole Body; ſo that pouring or 
ſprinkling is not Baptiſm, but waſhing by Immerſion. It is 
ſtrongly pleaded Bazk& fignifies, to waſh as well as to dip; we 
freely own it does waſhing by dipping, or as a Conſequence 
thereof. | 

Dr. Hammond (). * The Word here uſed, ParhGo9a, (as 
ce it differs from »inl:o9a1, ver. 3.) ſignifies not only the wafh- 
« ing of the whole Body, (and fo the Baptiſm of Cups, r. 
& in the End of this Verſe, is putting into Water all over, 
6 rincing them); but waſhing any Part, as the Hands here by 
« way of Immerſion in Water, as that is oppoſed to Aﬀuſion 
& or pouring Water on them.” 

„The Zebrews had their 2&7:;, and their Banus; or He, 
„ the Former waſhing of the whole Body, the other :wo of the 
% Hands and Feet, of one Part alone, either by Immerſion, or 
* Pouring on of Waier—and by the . he means him that 
% hath been totally waſhed.” 

Piſcater (g). ECaniio2y was waſhed, or rather dipped. In- 
te deed it fignifies a d ping the Hands in Water for the Sake of 
«© Waſhing.” 

Gratius (h). „They were more ſolieitous to cleanſe theme 
* ſelves from the Defilement they had contracted in the Mare 
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Ce. Heb, x. 22, Ads xx. 16, Sc. ( Annct, en Mort vii. 4. and Tobn i. 10. 


(g) Com. in Lute xi. 38. (5) Anngt. on Al vii. 4, 
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« ket; and therefore, they not only waſhed their Hands, but 
te jimmerſed their whole Body.“ 

The Law on which the waſhing (i) of Cups, Pots, c. was 
founded, ſays, It muf? be put into Water : As they were thus 
to be waſhed by Dipping, and not by pouring or ſptinkling Wa- 
ter on them, is ac 
preſs it. 

The Septuagint generally uſe the Word x to expreſs ba- 
thing or waſhing the whole Body, as a diſtin Ceremony 
from waſhing the Hands or Feet, or ſprinkling or waſh- 
ing of Cloaths. In the Caſe of Naaman the Leper, both Words 
are uſed as ſynonimous ; Eliſta bad him (+) go and waſb (ND 
in Jordan | ſeven Times : then went he down and dipped (Gasbeale) 
himſelf ſeven Times in Jordan, according to the Saying of the Man of 
Gad. Naaman did not waſh himſelf by pouring or ſprinkling a 


few Drops of Water on his Face; he better underſtood the Or- 
der of the Prophet, than many are willing to underſtand their 
Lord's Commiffion. Thus you fee both theſe Words plainly 
hold forth Baptiſm by Immerſion or Dipping, and not Pou- | 


ring or Sprinkling. 


3dy, The Places choſen for Baptiſm, and the particular 


Circumſtances on divine Record reſpecting both the Perſons 
baptizing and thoſe baptized, confirms us, that Pouring or 
Sprinkling is not Baptiſm. We ought to be ſatisfied with the 
proper and natural Signification of the Letter of the Word, as 


to the Mode of an Ordinance. If we act according to its real | 
Senſe, we are ſure to be right. Nor are we left to the Senſe of 
a Tingle Word, but the preciſe Meaning of it you ſee is explain- | 


ed by another that fignifies the Bathing or Dipping of the whole 
Body. And further, for the Satisfaction of fincere and unpreju- 
diced Minds, who underſtand nothing of the Original, that 
- Baptiſm is an Immerſion or Dipping, and not a Pouring or 
Sprinkling, the Word informs us of the Places were, and 
ſeveral particular Circumſtances of the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
. tiſm. Jahn made Choice of the River Jordan; he baptized in 

(1) the River, and not on the Banks, Side, or Shore of it. So our 
Lord was baptized by John in Jordan; and when be watbapiized, 
. went up ſiraightway cut of the Mater, as both Evangeliſts, Mat- 
thew and Mark, eV 3 and not from the River -Side, or Shore 


(7) Lev. xi. 22, 1) 5 Hh av 26 (1) Matt. iii, 16. A 


* 
Ad? m or. 
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* only, up the Banks of the River. It cannot rationally be ſup- 
poſed, that Jahn and our Lord would have went into the Ri- 

* ink ittle Water on the other. 
ver, for one to pour or ſprinkle a little Water on the ot 

s The moſt ſtrenuous Eſpouſers of that Practice will not do ſo, 

5 Jeſt they ſhould be thought ridiculous. Jobn alſo choſe (m. 


Enon, near Salem, to baptize in, and the Reaſon is aſſigned, 
becauſe there was much Water there. Whether there were many 
Waters, a deep River, or a Conflux of many Rivulets, or 
Springs of Water, need not be diſputed, as the Mode of Pour- 
ing or Sprinkling requires none of theſe; a little Quantity 
would have been ſufficient: But it is evident muck Water is 
mentioned; denoting thereby, it- was a ſuitable Place to im- 
merſe or dip Perſons in. | 
Calvin, Grotis, Pricuator, and Dr. Whitby, &c. (n) all agree 
that much Water is mentioned, as there was a Sufficiency to 
immerſe the whole Body. As to Philip and the Eunuch (o), 
they came unto a certain Water, and they went ditum both into the 
Water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized him. We 
cannot ſuppoſe, if Pouring or Sprinkling would have done, 
Philip would have obliged fo grand a !'erſonage, to go down 
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A with him into the Water to baptize him, but rather have had a 
* little Water brought to him in the Chariot; at leaſt, only go 
5 himſelf to the Water-Side for a few Drops to do it. But as 
= Pouring or Sprinkling is not Baptiſm, but Immerſion or Dip- 
* ping, Philip's Conduct is eaſily to be accounted for. 

3 4thly, The dreadiul_ Sufferings of our bleſſed Lord are ſet 
1. forth as a Baptiſm, which alſo evinces the Mode to be Immer- 
le ſion. Our Lord, in his Submiſſion to this Ordinance, no 
4 doubt, viewed it as a lively Figure of the bloody Baptiſm of 
* his Sufferings; of which he ſaid (p), Hu am I ftraitned till it be 
of accompliſhed ! Was the Lord Jeſus ſprinkled with Sufferings, or 
* had he only a fe Drops of his Father's Wrath poured on him? 
E Nay, Jonab-like, who was a lively Type of him in his Suf- 
1 ferings, he was cat into the Deep, in the Mit of the Seas, and 
_ the Floods compaſſed him about; all the Biilnws and Maves of divine 
4 Vengeance Paſſed over him: or, as David his Type, the IWaters 
„ came in unto his Soul; he ſank in deep Mire where there was no 
- flanding ; be came into deep Waters, where the Tisads overflowed him. 
by, C ; Thus, 
LOs (m) Jabs iu. 23. (n) On Jobs in. 23. Ce) Af; viii, 37, 23. ( Luke xl. 59s 


Jenab ii. 3, 5. P. xix. 1, 2. 8 
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« ket; and therefore, they not only waſhed their Hands, but 
* ;mmerſed their whole Body.“ 


The Law on which the waſhing (i) of Cups, Pots, Sc. was 
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founded, ſays, 1. muſt be put into Water : As they were thus s 
to be waſhed by Dipping, and not by pouring or ſprinkling Wa- 1 
ter on them, is a ſufficient Reaſon why Benhoue; is uſed to ex, 


preſs it. 


The Septuagint generally uſe the Word azw to expreſs ba- 
thing or waſhing the whole Body, as a diſtindt Ceremony 
from waſhing the Hands or Feet, or ſprinkling or waſh- 
ing of Cloaths. In the Caſe of Naaman the Leper, both Words 
are uſed as ſynonimous ; Eliſta bad him () go and waſh (Went) 
in Jordan ſeven Times : then went he drum and dipped (Se 


himſelf ſeven Times in Jordan, according to the Saying of the Man f 


God. Naaman did not waſh himſelf by pouring or ſprinkling a 
few Drops of Water on his Face ; he better underſtood the Or- 
der of the Prophet, than many are willing to underſtand their 
Lord's Commiffion. Thus you fee both theſe Words plainly 
hold forth Baptiſm by Immerſion or Dipping, and not Pou- 
ring or Sprinkling. 

3dly, The Places choſen for Baptiſm, and the particular 
Circumſtances on divine Record reſpecting both the Perſons 
baptizing and thoſe baptized, confirms us, that Pouring or 
Sprinkling is not Baptiſm. We- ought to be ſatisfied with the 
proper and natural Signification of the Letter of the Word, as 
to the Mode of an Ordinance. If we act according to its real 
Senſe, we are ſure to be right. Nor are we left to the Senſe of 
a ſingle Word, but the preciſe Meaning of it you ſee is explain- 
ed by another that ſignifies the Bathing or Dipping of the whole 
Body. And further, for the Satisfaction of fincere and unpreju- 
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diced Minds, who underſtand nothing of the Original, that 
Baptiſm is an Immerſion or Dipping, and not a Pouring or 
Sprinkling, the Word informs us of the Places were, and 


ſeveral particular Circumſtances of the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſm. Tohn made Choice of the River Jordan; he baptized in 


(1) the River, and not on the Banks, Side, or Shore of it. So our 4 


Lord was baptized by John in Jordan; and when be wat baptized, 
. went up ſtlraightway cut of the Mater, as both Evangeliſts, Mat- 


thew and Mark, teſtify ; 1 not from the River-Side, or Shore 


only, 
(i) Lev. xi. 22. ( 2 Kings v. 10, 14. ( Matt. iii. 16. Mark i. 5, 9, 10. 


1 
only, up the Banks of the River. It cannot rationally be ſup- 
| poſed, that John and our Lord would have went into the Ri- 
ver, for one to pour or ſprinkle a little Water on the other. 
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Waters, a deep River, or a Conflux of many Rivulets, or 
h. Springs of Water, need not be diſputed, as the Mode of Pour- 
ds ing or Sprinkling requires none of theſe; a little Quantity 
) would have been ſufficient: But it is evident much Water is 

mentioned, denoting thereby, it was a ſuitable Place to im- 


us The: moſt ſtrenuous Eſpouſers of that Practice will not do ſo, 
5 ' leſt they ſhould be thought ridiculous. Jabn alſo choſe ( m) 
=” | Eon, near Salem, to baptize in, and the Reaſon is aſſigned, 
"Y becauſe there was much Mater there. Whether there were many 


7 merſe or dip Perſons in. 

2 | Calvin, Grotis, Pricuator, and Dr. Mpitiy, &c. (n) all agree 
* that much Water is mentioned, as there was a Sufficiency to 
* immerſe the whole Body. As to Philip and the Eunuch (o), 
ly they came unto a certain Water, and they went detun both into the 
4 Water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized him. We 


cannot ſuppoſe, if Pouring or Sprinkling would have done, 

ar Philip would have obliged fo grand a : erſonage, to go down 
with him into the Water to baptize him, but rather have had a 
little Water brought to him in the Chariot; at leaſt, only go 
"of ' himſelf to the Water-Side for a few Drops to do it. But as 
Pouring or Sprinkling is not Baptiſm, but Immerſion or Dip- 


js ping, Pbilip's Conduct is eaſily to be accounted for. 

of 4thly, The dreadful Sufferings of our bleſſed Lord are ſet 
"A forth as a Baptiſm, which alſo evinces the Mode to be Immer- 
4 ſion. Our Lord, in his Submiſſion to this Ordinance, no 


doubt, viewed it as a lively Figure of the bloody Baptiſm of 
at dis Sufferings; of which he ſaid (p), Hu am I Hraitned till it be 
a. i accompliſhed ! Was the Lord Jeſus ſprinkled with Sufferings, or 
ng bad he only a few Drops of his Father's Wrath poured on him? 

' Nay, TJonah-like, who was a lively Type of him in his Suf- 
Y ferings, he was cgi into the Deep, in the Ai of the Seas, and 
Dur the Floods compaſſed him about; all the Nies and Tues of divine 

Vengeance paſſed over him: or, as David his Type, the Ii aters 


p | cane in unto his Soul; be fant in deed Mire where there was no 
ore landing; he came into deep Waters, where the Titads cverfiowed him. 
ly, C T hus, 
0. (m) Febn ii. 23. (n) On John i. 23. (5) At vn. 47, 28. (p) Lute all. 30, 


Jeaab ii. 3, 3. P.. xiz. 1, 2. 
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Thus, in Baptiſm, we have a lively and ſtriking Figure of 
the overwhelming Sorrows of the Son of God; on which Ac- _ 
count they are called a Baptiſm. . 

Miiſus (9). © Therein he (Chriſt) declared his Readi- 
© neſs to plunge into the Torrents of Hell, yet with an aſſured Faith J 
and Hope of a Deliverance.” J 

Pod (r). „To be baptized, is to be dipped in Water, meta- 
<< phorically to be plunged in Afflictions: J am, ſaith Chriſt, t 
<< be baptixed with Blood, overwhelmed with Sufferings and Aﬀlic- : 
„ tions.” 

5thly, The principal Deſign of Baptiſm, is to repreſent the 
Death, Purial, and Reſurrection of Chriſt, and the Fellowſhip 
of Believers with him therein, which further confirms the Mode 
to be Immerſion, and not Pouring or Sprinkling. Some warm 
Advocates for Sprinkling deny this, becauſe their Mode affords 
no Reſemblance of a Burial or Reſurrection; and rather than 
give up their favourite Opinion, are for eclipſing the Glory of 
this Ordinance of Jeſus Chrift, by aſſerting, Water-Baptiſm is 
not intended in thoſe Texts that ſpeak of our being buried with 
Chriſt (s), c. yet theſe ſame Perſons will bring the Colloftar 
Text, as the only one, to prove that Water-Baptiſm came in 
the Room of Circumciſion. How unfair are ſuch Reaſoners ! 
but judicious and karned Pedobaptiſts freely own, that Water- 
Baptiſm is intended as performed by Immerſion. 

Grotius ſaith, ** Not only theſe Words, but the Form of 
<« Baptiſm do intimate thus much; i. e. a Death to Sin: For 
5 the total Immerſion of the Body, fo far under Water as to be 
& for a while covered from Sight, carries an Image of that Bu- 
rial which is given to the Dead.” 

Piſcator (t). It ſeems to reſpect the antient Rite, when as the 
c whole Body was dipt into the Water, and ſo as it were bu- 
< ried, and preſently again drawn out as out of the Grave.” 

Maftricht (u). It alludes to Baptiſm, as it was wont to be 
« 2dminiſtred in the Time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, not by 
„ Sprinkling but by Inmerſin, by which the Baptized was as 
ce buried in Mater. 

Witfus (w-). That the Immerſion into the Water repre- 
cc ſents to us that tremendous Abyſs of divine Juſtice in which 

« Chriſt 

) Oeconomy of Covenants, Vol. I. p. 365. (7) Annot. on Mart. xx. 2. (s) Rowr. 

vi. 4. Cal. ii. 12. (:) Annot. on Rom. vi. 4. Cal. ii. 12. () Theologia, p. 917. 
(3) Oc. no7 1; of Cov: gants, Vol, III. p. 1223. 
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et Chriſt was plunged. —An Immerſion of this Kind, deprives us 
<« of the Benefit of the Light, and the other Enjoyments of this 
« World; ſo is a very fit Repreſentation of the Death of Chriſt. 
« The continuing, how ſhort ſoever, under the Water, repre- 
cc ſents his Burial.—The Immerſion or coming out of the Water, 
&« gives us ſome Reſemblance of his Reſurrection. — Baptiſm alſo 
&« ſignifies Fellowſhip in the Death, Burial, and Reſurrection of 
„ Chriſt.” 

Dr. Hammond (x) It is a Thing that every Chriſtian knows, 
« that the Immerſion in Baptiſm refers to the Death of Chriſt ; 
ie the putting the Perſon baptized into the Water, denotes and 
« proclaims the Death and Burial of Chriſt.” 

Burkitt (). The Apoſtle alludes, no doubt, to the antient 
* Manner and Way of baptizing Peſons in thoſe hot Coun- 
« tries, which was by Immer ſion, or putting them under Water for 
« a Time, and then raiſing them again out of the Water.“ 

Dr. Manton (y). * Baptiſm ſignifieth the Death and Burial of 


« Chriſt, for Immerſion under Water is a Kind of Figure of Death 


<« and Burial—the putting the baptized Perſon into the Water, 
« denoteth and proclaimeth the Burial of Chriſt; and we, by 
te ſubmitting to it, are baptized with him, or profeſs to be dead 
© to Sin, for none but the Dead are buried; fo that it ſignifieth 


„ Chriſt's Death for Sin, and our dying to Sin—alſo as a ſignifi- 


te cant Emblem, for the going out of the Water is a Kind of 


« Reſurreftion ; ſo it ſignifieth Chriſt's Reſurrection and ours.” 


Baxter (y). Therefore, in our Baptiſm, we are dipped un- 


Aer the Water, as ſignifying we are dead and buried to Sin.” 


Dr. Daddridge (y). It ſeems the Part of Candour to confeſs, 


© that here is an Alluſion to the Manner of baptizing by Lumer- 


ſn, as moſt uſual in thoſe early Times.“ 


From theſe Inſtances, it is evident that theſe venerable 


Gentlemen thought that Immerſion in Baptiſm was a proper 
| Repreſentation of the Death, Burial, and Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
agreeable to the Apoſtle's Words, Me are buried with him by Bap- 


- tiſm, &c. Therefore, as has been obſerved, the proper Mode 


or Manner of adminiftring Baptiſm, muſt be Plunging or Dip- 
ping; but Pouring or Sprinkling can have no ſuch Repreſenta- 


tion, ſo cannot be Baptiſm according to the Inſtitution of Jeſus - 


* 
by 


C 2 Gthls, 
(x) Annot, in Rom, vi. 4. (5) Exp*f. in Rem. vi. 4. 
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6thly, There is but (z) one Baptiſm, and but one Mode of 


divine Appointment for the Adminiſtration of it, and that is Im- 
merſion. Under the ceremonia! Law there were divers M aſb- 


ings or Baptiſms, as of the Prieſts and unclean Perſons, Sacriſices, 
and Ga ments, and Veſſels, c. but under the New- Teſtament 


there is but one Baptiſm with Mater that has received any Sanction 


from the Head of the Church, and which is once only to be admi- | 


niſtred to the ſame Subject. Our Brethren agree that the Mode 
of Immerſion was primitive; and we cannot ſuppoſe, nor they 
prove, that two Modes were inftituted for this one Ordinance; 
the Oneneſs of which the Apoſtle makes uſe of as an Argument 
to enforce Love, Unity and Peace amongſt the Children of God; 
but it is found, by, wofui Experience, that the introducing of 
another Mode has had contraty Eficcts. It is evicent Water: 
Baptiſm is intended and not ne Baptiſm of che Spirit, which mult 


be included in the one Spiiit, or one tiope, or one Faith, which 


are uſed as diſtin Arguments tor the jame End, prior to this one 
Baptiſm, becauſe the Subjects of tius Ordinance ſnould be pre- 
viouſly acauainted with them. That until we can be informed 
of a divine \zrrant to alter the prinitive Mode to Pouring or 


Sprinkling, we cannot eſteem either to be Baptiſm, but rather a 


human Invention. 


7ihly, The fimilar Figures of Baptiſm under the Old-Tefta- ; 


ment alſo diſcover that Immerſion or Lipping is Baptiſm, and 
not Pouring. or Sprinkling. 


I, The ſaving (a) of Naab and his Family in the Ark, in 


and through the Waters of the Deluge, as a like Figure. Noah 
and his Family were buried in the Ark, and the 1k too im- 
merſed and buried in and under the Waters or the Deluge. For 
the Fountains of the great Deep were broken up from benea*': : and the 
Windows of Heaven were opened abzve them. Thus were they in 
and under the Waters, covered and ſurrounded wit:. them, as 
ſuch that are immerſed and dipped in Baptiſm. 


Witſmus (b). „ The Water which deſcended from Heaven 
< and violently iſſued out from beneath, covered tue Ark, and 


et encompaſſed it on every Side.“ 


Robert, M. A. (c) © Naab's entring into the Ak, and his 


« Houſe with him, was a kind of typical Dea.h and Burial ; | 


(e his 


(z) Eęb. iv. 5. (a) 1 Pet. iii, 21. (5) Oc conomy of Covenants, p. gol. 
(c) Myſ. and Nied. Bible, p. 279. 
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c his coming out of the Ark alive, and his Family with him, 
& when all the World was drownded and dead, was a kind of 
6 typical Reviving and Reſurrection from the Dead. They 
« came out of the Ark as out of a Grave, and that into a new 
« World.” 

Dr. Meantin (d). As Noah was buried alive in the Ark 
&« for a good while, then had a joytul Deliverance; fo we are 
« buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm.” 

2dz, Tjracl's Baptiſm unto Moſes in (e) the Cloud, and in the 
Sea, (not unto Maſes perſonally conſidered, but the Diſpenſa- 
tion that, under God, he was the eminent Miniſter of ). As they 
were under the Claud, and paſſed through the Sea, they were buried, 
covered and hid trom their purſuing Enemies, buth in the watry 
Cloud, and in the midſt of the great Deep, whoſe Waters were 
a: a Mall unto them. There is not a Word of the Clouds pour- 
ing or ſprinkling of them, or the Sea daſting its Waves on them; 
but the Reaſon why it was called Baptiſm was, their being in 
and under the Cloud, and paſſing through the midj1 of the Seas, which 
environed them as a Wall. So far weie they from being ſprink- 
led by the Cloud pouring on them, that it was bright to give 
them Light; or the Sea daſhing its Waves, that it was ftij] and 
at reſt as a Wall, the Wateis not fluctuating. The Flood (f) 
flood upright as an Heap, and the Depths were congeatcd in the Heait 
of the Sea ; that they walked on dry Ground. Nor could Daſh- 
ings of the Waves ſprinkle the Centre, without drowning thoſe 
on the Sides, conſidering how broad ihe Paſſage mult have been 
for the ſpeedy March of 60c000 Men, beſides Children, a mixt 
Multitude, Flicks, Herds, even very much Cattle; in all about two 
Millions of Perſons, with much Baggage of the Spoils of Egypt. 
But both theſe ſimilar Figures are juſt and lively Repreſentations 
of an Immerſion or Dipping. 

Witſms (b). A Cloud differs very little from Water; and 


& the Sea is Water already. The Cloud hung over their Heads: 
„ fo alſo Water hangs over baptized Perſons.— [he Sea ſur- 


% rounded them on all Sides; ſo does Water alſo thole that are 

„ baptized.” | 
Grotius (i). The Cloud was over their Heads: So allo is 
% Water over the Heads of thoſe who are baptized. he Sea 
— « alſo 


(<) Expoſ. Heb. xi. p. 313. (e) 1 Cer. x. 12, ( Fxod. xv. 8. () Oecon. of 
Covenants, Vol. 3. p. 102, (i) Ou 1 Cor, x. 1, 2. 
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| 4 alſo encompaſſed their Sides: So alſo does the Water thoſe 
| « who are baptized.” 
| Dr. Hammond (k). The Cloud was a concave Body over 
| | « their Heads; and ſo coming down to the Ground like Wings, 
| Oy e incloſing and encompaſſing them on every Side — and dry 


Ground being left them in the midſt of the Channel, and the 
« Sea encompaſſing them on every Side of them; before them, 
i © behind them, on the Right-hand, and the Left; and ſo the 
| C Cloud invironed them in like manner, the Sea invironed them 
« alſo.” 
| 8thly, Pouring or Sprinkling unmixed Water on the Face, is 
[ not Baptiſm; as no ſuch Ceremony was ever inſtituted of God, 
| either under the Old or New- Teſtament. Some for Proof of 
| | Infant-Sprinkling are ſo weak as to have Recourſe to the Leviti- 
| cal Sprinklings, and every Text where the Term Sprinkling 
| is mentioned, though they have not the leaſt Reference to 
Baptiſm, but to the ceremonial Sprinklings that are aboliſhed, 
yet are brought for Proof of Infant-Sprinkling. Nay, ſome are 
| fo bold as to ſay, Our Lord borrowed the Rite of Baptiſm from 
| | the Jetus. I believe with 
} | Dr. Owen (I), „ The Rabbins have framed a Baptiſm for 
if <« thoſe that enter into their Synagogue. A Fancy too readily 
& embraced by ſome chriſtian Writers, who would have the ho- 
* ly Ordinance of the Church's Baptiſm to be derived from 
& thence. There are not the leaſt Footſteps of any ſuch 
| « Uſage amongſt the Fews, until after the Days of John Bapti/t, 
" s in Imitation of whom it was firſt taken up by ſome anti-miſh- 
| | & nical Rabbins.” 
in; What a Reflection is it on our Lord, to imagine he was be- 
j | holden to Jews for this folemn Rite! What ftrange kind of 
Reaſoners muſt they be, who go about to prove the Mode of a 
pofitive New- Teſtament Inſtitution from the aboliſhed Cere- | 
monies of the Old! But it ſeems the New- Teſtament will not 
fupport their I'raQtice : Neither will the Old, for in all the Levit- 
zcal Rites there was no ſuch Ceremony as Pouring or Sprinkling 
unmixt Water on the Face. It is true we read of pouring Oil 
on the Head, and into the Palm of the left Hand, and of ſprink- 
ling Blood and Water, and of Oil, and alſo of the Compound Vater 


of 


ut) Annot. on 1 Cer, x. 1, 2. (1) Exer. on Heb. Vol. 1. P. 272. 
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of Separation, and of putting Blood, and Oil too, upon the Tip of 
the right Ear, the Thumb of the Right-hand, and the great Toe 
of the right Foot. All theſe Rites, with their Liquids, were of 
divine Appointment. They alſo had their Waſhings, and Bath- 
ings or Dippings, on ſeveral Occaſions; and am perſuaded they 
did not corrupt the Law in ſuch Caſes, as to let a Sprinkling do 
inftcad of a Dipping. Such as think our Lord's waſhing of 
his Diſciples' Feet was of the very ſame Nature with Baptiſm, 
and applicable to it, why do not they pour Water on or ſprinkle 
the Feet, in order to waſh them inſtead of the Face? this Paſ- 
ſage might then be ſome Plea for their Practice. But it ſeems 
they are more fond of an eaſy Application of Water to ſuch a 
Part of the Body as is wholly of their own Invention, for which 
there is no Ground either in the Old or New - Teſtament. But 
we do not chuſe to offer ſtrange Fire on God's holy Altar, nor 
do we apprehend that Cuſtom gives any Sanction to that Prac- 
tice; but are willing ſtrictly io adhere to the divine Rule, both 
as to the Subjects and Mode of Baptiſm ; for the true Spirit and 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, as a Law of Liberty, does not leſſen our 
Obligation to the Laws of Chriſt, or impower us to exchange 
them for what may more fit our Fancy, but it will make us 
eſteem all his Precepts concerning all Things to be right, and to hate 


every falſe May. But, | 


III. It is a!ledged ia Favour of Infant- Baptiſm, 

1/7, That the Infant Seed of Believers are in Covenant with 
their Parents; and the Promiſe (m), I will be thy God, and the Cad 
of thy Seed belongs to them; for the Promiſe is to you and yeur Children. 

Anſw. The Seed of Abraham, after the Fleſh as ſuch, were not 
intereſted in the Covenant of Grace, nor were they the Children 
of the Promiſe (n) to whom this Promiſe, in its ſpiritual Intent, 
did belong; nor can believing Gertiles, who are not Abraham's 
Seed according to the Fleſn, claim ſuch a Privilege for their In- 
fant Seed after the Fleſh. 

Dr. Owen (o). Abraham had a Seed according to the Fleſh, 
& and a Seed according to the Promiſe, or all the Ele& of God 
< that the Church, unto whom all the Promiſes belong, ate on- 
C ly thoſe who are of Abraham's Faith, believing as he did. The 

„ Seed 


(A Gen, xvii. 7. A 5. 39. (a) Rom. ix. 8. (0) Exor. on Hb. Vol. i. p. 55, 
37 and 247. 
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te Seed to whom the Promiſe is given, are thoſe only who obtain 
& it by Faith So all that follow the Faith of Abraham, and be- 
« leve unto Righteouſneſs as he did, are his Sons and the Seed of 
ce the Promile. Theſe Promiſes then which we find recorded 
ce concerning Zion, Hieruſalem, the Seed of Abraham, Jacob, I., 
& rael, do reſpect the Elect of God, called to the Faith of Abra- 
& ham.” 


That the Seed, Offspring (p), and Iſue, to whom the Pro- 
miſes of the Covenant ot Grace do belong, are neither the na- 
tural Seed of Abraham, nor of believing Gentiles, but the ſpiritu- 
al Seed of the Church of God, who are begat by the Word of 
Truth, born of the Spirit, and ſaid to be born in her; viz. true 
Believers, of the Faith of Abraham. And the Apoſtle Peter tells 
us, that the Promiſe is even to as many (q) as the Lord our God 
ſhall call. Jews, unleſs called by divine Grace, could not 
claim Intereſt in the Promiſe, as being Abraham's natural Seed, 
nor could any of their Children or Offspring, unleſs called ; and 
calling Grace, gives the ſame claim to ſuch as were not the 
natural Seed of Abraham; nor would Peter admit any of them to 
Baptiſm without Repentance or calling Grace. It is groſs Ig- 
norance to imagine Baptiſm brings Infants into the Covenant, 
or a Denial of it excludes or ſhuts them out of it; nor is it in- 
tereſt in the Covenant, without Repentance, and a viſible 
Profeſſion that gives a Right to Baptiſm: nor does Children, 
in the above Scripture, intend Babes or infants only, but alſo 
adult Poſterity ; fo Peter ſays, (r) Ye are the Children of the Pro- 
phets, and of the Covenant which God made with our Fathers, &c. 
who were not Intants. 

Dr Hammond (s). If any have made uſe of that very uncon- 
* clu.ent Argument, (the Promiſe is made to you and to your 
Children) I have nothing to ſay in Defence of them: I think 
the Word Children, there is really the Poſterity of the Jews, 
t and not peculiarly their Infant Children.” 


Dr. Fbitby (t.). Theie Words will not prove a Right of 
ce Infants to receive Baptiſm.“ | 
adi, That Baptiſm came in the Room of Circumciſion, ſo as 


Infants were circumciſed under the Old-Teftament, they 
ſhould be baptized under the New. 


Anſw. 
(p) Ja. xliv. 3. xlix. 21. Irv. 23. (9) Al; iii. 25. (:) Reſol. 6. Qu. p. 256. 
Edit. 22. (:) Annot. in Ad: ii. 38, 39. 
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Anfiv. Though it is, frequently aſſerted, yet it wants Proof 
that Baptiſm came in the Room of Circumciſion. That it did 
not is evident: For Circumciſion was not aboliſhed till Years 
after Baptiſm took Place. It was not obligatory on all Be- 
lievers and their Seed, but only Abraham and his Family: 
there were Lot, Heber, Salah, Shem, and Melchiſedeck, (if not 
the ſame as Shem) with their Families; and no doubt many 
more, who ſtand not in divine Record, who were cotempo- 
rary with Abraham, yet were not under any Obligation to cir- 
cumciſe. But Baptiſm is obligatory on all Believers, of what 
Tongue, Kindred, or Nation ſoever, though not on their In- 
fant Seed. Unbelievers, and their Seed, of Abraham's Line- 
age (u), and their Bondſſaves, and their Seed, born in their 
Houſes, or bought with Money, whether they were Infants at 


eight Days old, or Adult at any Age, had a Right to Circum- 


ciſion. So ſome Unbelievers, near forty Years old, were cir- 
cumciſed (w) at Gilgal, by divine Authority: but Unbelievers 
nor Infants, incapable of believing, have any Right to Baptiſm. 
Male Infants only at eight Days o!d, and adult Males, had a 
Right to Circumciſion, and no Females: But both Male and 
Female, when taught or made Diſciples, have a Right to Bap- 
tiſm. Circumciſion was not enjoined to be done by Levites, or any 
Order of Men, private Perſons might do it; a Woman did it, 
Moſes's Wife; but the Miniſters of Chriſt are appointed to ad- 
miniſter Baptiſm. Circumciſion was no external Sign to ſepa- 
rate or diſtinguiſh the Infants of godly Parents from the Ungodly ; 
for the Infants of ungodly Parents of Abraham's Lineage, living 
in the Land of Canaan, had the ſame Right to it as the Infants 
of the Godly. Nor is there any external Covenant Sign to be 
found, to diſtinguiſh or ſeparate the Infants of the Godly from 
the Ungodly in any Age of the World; nor ſhould the Rite 
of Baptiſm be thus uſed. Circumciſion was a national Rite, 
and the Church in that typical State national: but Baptiſm is 
not ſo, nor the Church of Chriſt in this Goſpel-Diſpenſation; 
but in every Nation, he that fears the Lord, and worketh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him, and is a proper Subject for 
Baptiſm and the Church of Chriſt. Circumcifion belonged to 
the Law and a broken Covenant, but Baptiſm to the Goſpel, 
and a Covenant that cannot be broken. There is no agreeable 

D Analogy 


(%) Gen, xvii, 12, 13. (r v. 8. 
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Analogy betwixt the bloody painful Yoke of Circumciſion and 
Water-Baptiſm. The Circumciſion of the Heart is now re- 
quired, in the Room of Circumciſion (x) in the Fleſh, of all 
who commence Members of Chriſt's viſible Church. John, 
who was the firſt Bapti/?, nor our Lord, nor any of his Apoſ- 
tles, do inform us it came in the Room of Circumciſion. When 
certain of the Phariſees taught, That except (y) Perſons were circum- 
ciſed, they could not be ſaved, and pleaded it needful; and the Apoſ- 
tles and Elders aſſembled on purpoſe to conſider of this Matter; yet 
they do not inform us of any ſuch Thing: Nay, Paul, when 
he was charged with teaching, that they ought not to circumciſe (z) 
their Children, did not tell them Baptiſm came in the Room of 
it; nor in all his warm Diſputes and Trouble about Circumci- 
fon, does he give the leaſt Hint of any ſuch Thing; nor can 
it be ſuppoſed he would have circumciſed Timothy, after he had 


been baptized, if Baptiſm came in the Room of it. It is alſo 


certain the Judaizing Chriſtians did not think ſo, as they were for 
having all baptized Gentiles circumciſed, and prevailed upon 
many of the Galatians to comply therewith. That Infant's 
Right to Circumciſion under the Law, is no Proof for their 


Right to Baptiſm under the Goſpe!, as it did not come in the 3 
Room of Circumciſion. Their Right to partake of the Paſſover, | 


is as ſtrong an Argument for their partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
per. It is objected, 

Zaly, Elie were (a) your Children unclean, but now are they holy ; 

and if the Root be holy, fo are the Branches. 

Anſu.In neither Place is the Apoſtle treating of a Right to 
Baptiſm. It is plain, the firſt Anſwers the Believer's Scruple 
about the Lawfulneſs of cohabiting with Unbelievers, to whom 
they were married. He lets them know that Chriſtianity does 
not diſſolve or deſtroy natural or civil Obligations, but as they 


were ſanctiſted or ſet apart for each other by Marriage- Contract, it 


was valid and good; and their Children being born in the holy 
State of Matrimony, were, in a civil and legal Senſe, holy, the 
Offspring of an undefiled Bed, or legitimate: but on the other 
Hand, he ſhews the bad Conſequences that would attend ma- 
King ſuch Marriages illegal and invalid; wiz. that their Chil- 
dien would be unclean, reputed as born in Uncleanneſs, an ' 

legitimate | 


_ 6) Row, . 28, 29. Hat xv. 1. 5, 6. (z) An. Xi. 21. (a] 1 Ce. vide lhe 
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illegitimate Offspring; for the Children and the unbelieving 
Parent are Partakers of the fame Holineſs or Sanctification. 
And it is obſervable the Apoſtle ſays, Children, not Infants, 
not Bes., but Tia, ſuch as are grown up; that this Ho- 
lineſs belongs to the adult Children and unbelieving Parent, as 
well as Infants, yet our Brethren will not allow it an Holinefs 
that gives a Right to adult Unbclievers for Baptiſm. So it can- 
not mean only a matrimonial Holineſs. 

As to the other Scripture, believing Gentiles are not intended 
by the Root, nor their Infants by the Branches; but Abraham, 
and his ſpiritual Seed of the Zewyh Nation, who were converted 
as the firſt Fruits of the Converſion of Jſrael in the Lump. Be- 
lieving Gentiles are but Branches engrafied on the Root by Faith, 
and not by a natural Birth; and their ſtanding in the Root is alſo 
by Faith: fo that this Text has no Reference to the Infant Seed 
of the Godly. 

4thly, That whole Houſholds were baptized, and probably In- 
fants amongſt them. 

Anfw. It is obſervable, there are more Families, or Houſholds, 
without Infants than with. That Houſe or Houſholds are fre- 
quently mentioned in Scripture and Infants not intended, only 


| Perſons of underſtanding ; and that the Houſholds baptized had 


no Infants. For as Lydia (b) is mentioned as the Head of her Fa- 
mily, it is moſt probable ſhe had no Huſband, only Servants to 
aſſiſt her in Buſineſs; nor cannot be ſuppoſed, if ſhe had any In- 
fants, ſhe would have took them ſo far from Home, to interrupt 
her in Buſineſs; nay her Houſhold are called Brethren, and 
were comforted, which cannot be ſaid of Infants. The Jailor's 
(e) Houſe conſiſted of ſuch as were capable of being taught; for 
Paul and Silas fpake the Word of the Lord to all that wwere in his 
Houſe, and rejniced, believing in God with all his Houſe: ſo no In- 
fants were amongſt them. Criſpus (d) and, his Houſe too, were 
all Believers. Nor had Stephanus (e) any Infants in his Houſhold; 
for they were converted Perſons, the fir/t Fruits of Achaia that ad- 
difted themſelves to the Miniſtry of the Saints: And this firſt Epiſtle 


tized, which is too ſhort a Time for Infants to grow up, to be 
meet either for Preachers or Deacons. 
D 2 Dr . Ham- 


AT; xvi. 14 , 40. (c) AA xvi 32, 34. Cd An Wi. 8. (.) 1 Cr. avi. 15. 
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Dr. Hammond (f). I think it unreaſonable that the Apo- 
ce ſtle's bear mention of baptizing his Houſhold, 1 Cor. i. 16. 
« ſhould be thought competent to. conclude that Infants were 
< baptized by him, when it is uncertain whether there were any 
4 ſuch at all in his Houſe.” 

5thly, A Denial of Baptiſm to Infants is abridging their Privile- 
ges under the Goſpel, and making them leſs than under the Law. 

Anfw. It would be cruel indeed to abridge the tender Infant of 
any Privilege ; we would gladly have them enjoy all the Privile- 
ges of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. It is a Privilege to be amongft 
God's People under any Diſpenſation of his Grace; but under 
the Abrahamic and Mzſaic the Privileges of Infants, reſpecting ſpi- 
ritual and ſaving Benefits, did not at all conſiſt in being circum- 
' Ciſed; for the Females were on a Level with the Males in theſe 
Things, the Tribe of Levi excepted, who might approach the 
Altar; and it is certain that the Children of the Godly have great- 
er Privileges than what were enjoyed under the Law, as they are 
born under a clearer Diſpenſation, freed from the painful and 
bloody Yoke of Circumciſion, and an intolerable Burden of Cere- 
monies, ſhare in the earneſt Prayers of their pious Parents; and are 
early inſtructed and educated under the Sound of the Goſpel ; and 
are reſtrained from many Snares and Temptations that others are 
expoſed to; being favoured with the faithful Advice and Reproofs, 
wholeſome Corrections and good Examples, of their pious and 
indulgent Parents. But Baptiſm can be no Privilege to Infants, 
or a Denial of it any Loſs to them, as it is not a Duty that be- 
longs to them; and they are incapable of exerciſing Faith in the 
Ordinance, or of knowing any thing about the Matter; nay, 10 is 
of Diſſervice to them, as they are trained up in the ignorant Be- 
lief, that thereby they are brought into the Covenant; and by 
Birth are bettet than others, though born in Sin, and as deſtitute 
of the Grace of God as others: And to pour or ſprinkle Water 
on them is of greater Diſſervice ſtill, as thereby they think they 

are baptized Perſons though they be not, and are educated to de- 

ſpiſe and contemn Chriſt's holy Ordinance of Baptiſm, perhaps, 
all their Days. That till ſprinkling Water on the Face, or elſe - 
where, be proved a Goipel-Privilege, or any Privilege at all, we 
muſt be excuſed if we do not practice it. 

In Favour of the common Cuſtom of Pouring or Sprinkling 
it is alledged, 1. Bap- 


(f ) Keſol. 6 Qu. p. 274. 
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1. Baptiſm ſignifies that Communication of the Spirit, which 
is expreſſed by Pouring or Sprinkling. 

Anfw. Thoſe Expreſſions of Pouring or Sprinkling have no 
Allufion to Baptiſm, but to Old-Teftament Rites; which were 
typical of the Communications of the Spirit; and cannot be a 
Rule for the Mode of a poſitive Goſpel-Inſtitution. It is true 
the extraordinary Donation of the Spirit at the Day of Penticeff 
is termed a Baptiſm (g), when the Houſe was filled, and they 
filled and as it were immerſed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Cyril of Jeruſalem (5). © As he who is plunged in Water 
« and baptized, is encompaſſed by the Water on every Side; ſo 
c are they that are wholly baptized by the Spirit.“ 

And a total Immerſion of the Body conveys a ſuitable Idea of 
the ordinary Communications of the Spirit, which extend to and 
influence, not one Part only, but the whole Man, Soul, Body and 
Spirit; fo that Believers are faid to be filled with the Spirit, and to 
be in the Spirit, and to walk in the Spirit; which pouring or ſprink- 
ling a few Drops in one Part of the Body cannot be ſignificative 


of. But the Ordinance of Baptiſm was not inſtituted to ſignify 


2 


theſe Things; but the Death, Burial, and Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
the Fellowſhip of his People with him therein, and their ſolemn 
Engagement to be the Lord's. But our Brethren, it ſeems, not 
contented with changing the Subject of Baptiſm from Believers 
to Infants, and the Mode of it from Dipping to Sprinkling, but 
they are alſo for contriving new Ends or Deſigns of its Inſtitution, 
becauſe the real Deſigns of it does not ſuit their new Mode they 


are ſo fond of. 
2. That it is improbable ſo many could be baptized in one Day 


by Immerſion or Dipping, as (i) 3000. 

” iv Almoſt as eaſy as being ſprinkled; and if the Apoſtles only 
were the Adminiſtrators, it was but 250 for each of them. But 
if, as is moſt probable, the Seventy Diſciples aſſiſted, it was not 
36 for each. 

3- Though many might be baptized by Dipping, yet probably 
ſome might be ſprinkled, as the Jailor and his Houſe, 

Anfw. If a lingle Inſtance is produced, we ſhall be ſatisfied, 
but not by weak Probabilities. For it is no way probable that a Pri- 
fon, in that hot Climate where Bathing was fo commonly uſed, 


ſhould be deſtitute of a Bath fit for Baptiſm; and ſuppoling it 
were, 


g A i. 5. (6) Catecheſ. 17. 8. p. 2). (i) A i. 41. 
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were, the Jailor, when converted, was not afraid of the Apoſtle's 
fleeing. 

4. They might only go to and from the Water, not into. 

Anſw. The trifling Criticiſms of our Brethren on Greek Propo- 
fitions, ſhew the Weakneſs of their Cauſe, and how far Perſons 
will go in Favour of their own Practice. Until they inform us of 
more proper Phraſes to expreſs thoſe Actions, which ſo ſtrongly 
favour an Immerſion, their Criticiſms need no Anſwer. 

5. That Baptiſm is no ſaving Ordinance, and the Mode an in- 
different Matter. 

Anfw. Did we believe it ſaving, we ſhould be Monſters to deny 
our Infants of it. But it is well known that the baptizing cf In- 
fants, firſt obtained from an ignorant Notion of its being faving. 
Papiſis ſtill hold it fo. Many Prote/ants are taught, that therein 
they are made Members Chriſt, Children of God, and Inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And the Hurry and Concern of moſt, 
who are for the Practice, if the Child is ſick and like to die, leſt 
it ſhould make its Exit without it, looks as if they thought ſo too. 
But though no external Ordinance is ſaving, yet ſuch who are 
faved by Chriſt, out of Love to him, ſhould not treat any of his 
Ordinances with Indifference. How indifferent ſoever ſome may 
think it is, to invert the Commiſſion, and ſo baptize wrong Sub- 
jects, and alter the Mode of its Adminiſtration, and deny the 
principal End and Deſign of that facred Inſtitution; the Lord 
eſteems it no indifferent Thing to change (4) his Ordinances. 
It is uſurping God's Prerogative; preſuming indeed! for Men to 
ſubſtitute an Invention of their own, in the Room of an Ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt, and put to it the broad Seal of Heaven in 
the moſt folemn Manner as its Sanction, without the Will of 
their Sovereign. As it is required of Stewards that they be found 
faithful, and our Lord ſays, He that is faithful in that which is leaſt, 
is faithful alſo in much (I). As ſuch that muſt give an Account, we 
would be found in divine Ordinances, knowing that Cuſtom 
is no Authority for religious Worſhip. Nor ſhould the Few- 
neſs of its Eſpouſers be any Diſcouragement againſt it. 

Dr. Manton (m). © God's Service is preſcribed, and what he 
& would have us do is written.—God is the beſt Appointer of 
« his own Worſhip. The Eſſentials of a Sacrament are ſet 

« down 


(3) Iſa, Mir, 5, Luke xvi, 16, ( Vol. 3. Part, 2. p. 24. 
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tc Jown in the Inſtitutions, from which we muſt not ſwerve to 
ie the right Hand nor to the left. Obedience muſt be adequate 
cc to the Commandment; we muſt not do more nor leſs than is 
ce preſcribed; to do more, is Will-Worſhip and Superſtition; 
&« to do leſs, is Irreligion and Profaneneſs.” 

Collins (n). Bring hither all Practices of Worſhip as well 
« as Doctrines to be believed; try the Ways and Forms of 
« Chriſt's Houſe by the Word of Chriſt. He ſhews us the Pat- 
« tern thereof, the Out-goings and Returnings thereof: He 
<« was faithful in all his Houſe, even as Moſes was, who did not 
<« leave a Pin of the Tabernacie, but did appoint it. There is 
nothing decent or comely in a Church, which is fo pleaded 
« for, but what comes in by Chriſt's Inſtitution. Whatever 
e you worſhip without a Warrant from the Word of God, or 
« by whatever Means you worſhip without a Warrant from 
e the Word of God, you worſhip you know not what, John iv. 
« 20, It is Will-worſhip ; and by the ſame Rule you receive one 
« Will-Worſhip, you may receive twenty.” 

Cbarnoct, D. D. (e) „It is in no Man's Power to add to, or 
c detract from Chriſt's Inſtitutions ; not a Pin in the Temple he 
<< will have altered till he gives Orders. God is a jealous God, 
<« and careful of his Sovereignty.” | 


IV. Reflections. 

What a Mercy is it, that we are to call no Man Maſter 
on Earth! to follow no Man, or Set of Men in any 
Doctrine or Ordinance of their Invention! for our Maſ- 
ter is in Heaven, .and has given us a ſufficient Rule for our Faith 
and Practice; and alſo in this Inſtitution, ſet us an Example 


by being immerſed in Jordan's Streams. 


1/7, Here we ſee the amazing Love and Condeſcenſion of the 
Lord Jeſus, not only in his Submiſſion to this Ordinance, but 
alſo as it is a lively Repreſentation of his bloody Baptiſm, Death, 
Burial, and Reſurrection. He was overwhelmed with Suffer- 
ings, plunged into the Sea of his Father's Wrath, buried in the 


Grave, and raifed again for our Juſtification. 


2dly, We ſee the Riches, Freeneſs, Efficacy, and Sufficiency 
of the Blood of Chriſt, by the Water, and an Immerhon 
into it, to waſh and cleanſe our whole Perſons from all Sin 
and 

(») Fazewel Ser. p. 271. (e) Vol. 2. 
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and Pollution. We are univerſally defiled in Soul, Body and 
Spirit, filled with the loathſome Diſeaſe of Sin; but the Blood 
of Chriſt is a Fountain opened, free for Sinners to waſh in, and 
be clean. 

zah, We ſee the Believer's Union and Fellowſhip with 
Chriſt in his Death, Burial, and Reſurrection, lively repre- 
ſented, as therein he profeſſes himſelf dead to Sin, fo as not to 
live any longer therein; buried with Chriſt, and riſen with him, 
ſo as to enjoy all the Benefits of his Death, Burial, and Reſur- 
rection. 
4thly, Such who have followed the Lord in this ſacred Ordi- 
nance, be concerned to honour your Lord in all his Ways; 
bear a faithful Teſtimony for him, and adorn your Profeſſion 
with a becoming Converſation. 

5thly, Such as really love the Lord Jeſus, let not the many 
that deſpiſe, nor the few that practice it, diſcourage or hindef 
your Obedience to Chriſt herein, as he has condeſcended to lead 
the Way, and fo clearly revealed it in his Word. Gentlemen 
that practice it not, believe it right. Few, very few will deny 
it againſt the great Cloud of Witneſſes of their own Brethren ; 
ſuch as do it, it is either owing to their little Reading, or the 
blind Prejudice of Education. 

6thly, Such as want Satisfaction about this Ordinance, ſearch 
the Scriptures, make them your Rule, which are the Standard 
of Truth; ſeek Direction from him who leads into all Truth; 
take the Lord Jeſus as your only Pattern; let not your Faith 
ſtand in the Wiſdom of Man, but on a divine Teſtimony. And 
the Lord give you Underſtanding in all Things! To whom be 
Glory forever and ever. 
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I. On the Baptiſm of Chriſt. 


I. 
HAT condeſcending Grace 
Did our dear Lord diſplay, 
bf] At Fordan's flowing Streams, 
On his Baptizing-Day;! 
Here, Lord, we ſee 
Thy Glory bright, 
And follow thee _ 


With great Delight. 


2. 


Behold the Man of God 
At humble Diftance ſtands, 

And to baptize his Lord, 
Withholds his active Hands: 
Iſtand in Need, 
He meekly ſaid, 

To be baptiz'd 

By thee, my Head. 


3- 
Jeſus replies to John : 
Suffer it thus to be; 
My Father's Will be done, 
2 It thus becometh me : 
And all my Saints 
Should thus fulfil 
My holy Father's 


Rightcous Will. 
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4. 

The Bapiiff then obey d, 

And laid his Lord beneath, 

In Jordans honour'd Streams, 
A yielding Watry-Wave. 


Why ſhould we fear 
To follow him, 


Y 5. 
Aſcending from the Flood, 
The Heavens op' ned were; 
The Spirit like a Dove 
Did on him then appear. 
The Voice proclaims, 
My Pleaſufe's done 
By this my well 
Beloved Son. 


| 6. 
Into thy Watry- Tomb, 
Dear Jeſus, we deſcend ; 
*Tis Grace that gives us Room 
Tolie with ſuch a Friend. 
We quit the Grave, 
And with thee riſe, 
Who left the ſame 
And reach'd the Skies. 


II. On the Baptiſm of the Eunuch. 


1. 
ROM Candace Queen the Eunuch came 
To worſhip at Jeruſalem ; 
On his Return did God diſplay 
| His ſovereign Grace whilſt on the Way. 
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; 2. 
As Philips Orders were divine, 
With Haſte he muſt the Chariot join; 
The facred Text did he explain, 
And preached Jeſus from the ſame. 


3 
The Man's converted ſtrait we ſee, 
1 baptized he would be: 
is Faith in Chriſt was firſt requir' 
Which he profeſled as deſir d. * 


Into the Water both did 5 
Both Philip and the Eunuch too; 
Immers d he was in Jeſu's Name, 
With Joy believing in the ſame. 


| 5. 
Thus drawn with Love, I would not ſtay 
But with Delight walk in the Way y 
My Lord has led, his Saints have gone, 
Relying on his Grace alone. 
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